Long-term bromocriptine treatment of de novo patients with Parkinson's disease. A seven-year follow-up.
Thirty-nine de novo patients with Parkinson's disease were treated with bromocriptine alone and followed on average for 5.9 years. Fifteen of the 39 patients did not complete the first year of observation, 12 of them because of drug intolerance. The symptomatology was tolerated well by other 24 for the first 2 years treatment. During the third year of follow-up levodopa treatment had to be instituted because of loss of response to bromocriptine. The number of fluctuations in disability was smaller in the patients whose symptomatology was controlled by bromocriptine monotherapy than in those requiring levodopa, either alone or combined with bromocriptine.